
Transcription of an 1845 Letter from Justus M. Dickinson to Albert F. Dickinson 
 

The original belongs to Sarah Dickinson Baker of Rockford, IL. 
 
 
Patch Grove [Grant County, Wisconsin Territory]  Oct 5th 1845 [Sunday] 
 
Respected Brother and Sister 
 
I write this to inform you of the death of our Brother Ephraim Hall. He died this morning about 2 
o’clock. He had been (as I informed you when I was at Curtisville) at work at Prairie du Chien, came 
home about four weeks ago not very well, had a number of chills and then the bilious fever set in, 
and he had got over that as we all supposed, and was getting along very well about the house and out 
of doors some the fore part of the week, but now was taken worse on Thursday, and continued 
getting worse until he died. Suppose he will be buried tomorrow. Have sent for his brothers, he has 
three living in the neighbourhood of Mineral Point sent yesterday afternoon the Doctor was there 
said he could not live. Mary Ann was to keep him until they got here. Do not know what she will do 
or what his brothers will think best for her to do. Her[?] health about the same that is has been for 
some time past[?] that is not very good. The children are well. It has been and is now quite sickly on 
the river. Pelton’s [?] the men that Ephraim was at work for have had a good many hands this 
summer Carpentry and Millwrights and I heard not long since that only one had escaped being sick. 
There is three of them at Mr Patchy [Patches?] now sick. One of them is not able to sit up but very 
little. The other two are about. They came out here to get away from the river and get recruited up a 
little. 
 
Had a letter from John Breneman [Abigail Melissa Dickinson’s husband] two or three days ago from 
Potosi. He has bought some diggings at Franklin [and?] was going out there the next day to mining. 
He has had the bilious fever since he left here he writes me but has got smart again. We had a girl 
[Melissa Julia Dickinson] since I wrote you before. Three weeks old yesterday was born the 13th of 
Sept. It is a fine large healthy child very good natured hardly ever cries. Amanda gets along about as 
smart as she did 2 years or so ago. Mother’s [Justus’ wife Amanda’s mother, Sarah (nee Polley) 
Hamilton] health is good and she seems to enjoy herself well here. She says that she does not know 
as she has any word in particular to send – only for you and Mr. Morgan to do what you think is for 
the best. 
 
We have had a number of frosts here earlier than usual but the corn and other crops were out of the 
way of them. Last night we had a hard one. Corn and other crops are first rate in this part of the 
country. Oats are selling for 20 cents pr bush. I do not think corn will bring over 25 or 30 cents this 
fall & winter. Potatoes not much sale for them. Spring wheat is worth about 50 cents pr bush. 
 
Oct 7th 
 
Did not finish my letter day before yesterday. Thought I would finish it this evening. Have to day 
consigned the remains of Ephraim to the grave. His three brothers were here. Do not know as yet 
whether or not they will take any of the children back with them. They intend to return day after 
tomorrow. I suppose Elihu would like to have Henry and Ezra [Eliza?] Orville [?] [Henry, Eliza, and 
Orville were the children Ephraim and Mary Ann Hall] Do not know as yet what Mary Ann will do 
with them nor what minds are about taking them (the children). They will probably come to some 



conclusion tomorrow. Ephraim’s mother has been nr [?] here with them all summer but will now go 
back nr [?] Elihu and if they take any of the children Mary Ann will of course be very lonesome. She 
spoke to me this afternoon of the funeral about administering on the estate with her. Suppose 
probably I shall do it. Suppose the estate is insolvent as she has the deed of the farm in her own 
name that is the undivided half of it and Ephraim had a tax title for the other half so that she is left in 
comfortable circumstances as regards property. The crops on the place are good this year. There is 
about 12 acres of corn, 8 of spring wheat, and 6 [?] of oats, 1 of potatoes. The farm was all rented [?] 
last spring. One half of the crop harvested I believe belongs to the place.  
 
Should think it would be rather hard times for some of you folks there if winter should set in without 
any rain to raise the streams as it would stop the mills and factories entirely. We have had plenty of 
rain here this summer and fall so far. You did not write what it cost to get those boxes to New York 
and ship them nor what [?] proportion of the expenses the two boxes of marble ought to pay as I 
requested and you promised to do if I mistake[?] not. They have not arrived yet and we begin to feel 
somewhat anxious about them. Write again soon and let us know how you get along there in relation 
to the farm and what has been done with the crops and all other matters that would be interesting to 
us. Love to all. 
 
Your brother 
Justus 
 
Notes: 
1. Albert and his family lived in Curtisville, Berkshire County, Mass., in 1845. 
2. “Sister” probably refers to Albert’s wife Ann Eliza. I think all of Albert and Justus’ sisters were 

married by 1845. 
3. Two of Ephraim Hall’s brothers were Ezra and Elihu. I do not know the name of the third. 
4. Amanda Dickinson’s mother Sarah Hamilton left Stockbridge, MA, to live with Justus and 

Amanda sometime between 1840 and 1845.  
5. “Mr. Morgan” was George C. Morgan of Stockbridge, to whom Sarah Hamilton gave Power of 

Attorney. The Power of Attorney authorized Mr. Morgan to sell all of Sarah’s real estate in 
Stockbridge and pay all her debts. Any money left over was to be delivered to Albert Dickinson 
for Sarah. 

6. Ephraim and Mary Ann (Dickinson) Hall had three children, Henry, Eliza and Orville. They 
were seven and younger when Ephraim died. Ephraim’s brothers later took custody of the 
children. 

7. I added paragraph breaks and punctuation for readability. They liked to write VERY long 
sentences, or the punctuation has faded more than the words! 

8. The items in [] are items I inserted. A [?] indicates I was not sure what was written. 
 
Transcribed in Dec 2006 (revised 20 Apr 2014) by: 
Bill Smith 
1602 Sunrise Dr. NE 
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