
Transcription of an 1838 Letter from Justus M. Dickinson to  
His Brother Albert F. Dickinson. 

 
The original belongs to Sarah Dickinson Baker of Rockford, IL. 
 
The right side of the first page of the copy I received was cut off slightly and is so indicated by the 
[?] in the transcription. The last page was unreadable in many places. 
 
Cassville, Feb 11th, 1838 
 
Respected Brother 
 
Yours of the 6 of Jan’y is received. I had almost given up looking for a letter. It is the first news that 
I have from you since I left you in Philadelphia. You must write often for you cannot imagine how 
much pleasure and gratification there is to be taken in reading a letter from our friends situated as we 
are here in the far west. I hope to hear from you again soon to know how Melissa gets along. I was 
very sorry to hear that she was sick but was glad to hear that she was getting better and I am anxious 
to know how she gets along. I think that the western country would agree with her better than the 
east for the typhus fever is not known here. I think the country here is as healthy as any part of New 
England. 
 
In regard to the western trade there is not that encouragement at present or that I should like to see in 
regard to money and money matters. If there is not more money in circulation here than there is now 
it would be of but little use to do any thing in the mercantile business but all hope for better times. It 
is impossible to get a draft here to send to New York on any terms now for the banks do not like to 
give any and the discount on western money[?] is so much that it will take off considerabl[?] the 
profits but I do not wish to discourage you [?]. I think all things considered, if you have not given up 
your place there you had better conclude to stay there another year or until next fall certain, but if 
you have, just let me know and I will be back there in the spring and we will purchase a stock of 
goods and commence business here. If goods are as low in New York as they were last fall, they can 
be brought here and sold and afford a handsome profit, but there is not that encouragement about pay 
that I should like to see. I will write you again on the subject soon. 
 
In regard to the freight of my box it cost about $20 from New York. Here the freight on goods will 
be about 4 or 5 dollars per 100 lbs, say 5 which is what my box cost. I have paid $2.50 per hundred 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh on the Packet Line. The transportation lines carry much cheaper I 
think for $6 or $6.50 per hundred, I do not recollect which. It cost us about $65 each from 
Philadelphia [to] here but as it happened to us we came in bad time on account of the Ohio River 
being so low, but if you take deck passage and board yourself and find your own bed or sleep when 
you can find a place and help wood at every woodyard the boat stops at, you can travel for about one 
half what it would cost for a cabin passage. The boats were so crowded when we came down the O. 
River that I would not have gone a deck passage if they would have carried us for nothing. I think 
you would have been astonished if you had been in Pittsburgh when we left. Three boats started 
about the same time with just as many passengers and as much freight as they would take on some of 
all of nations [?] I should think nearly all bound for some part of the western country. A good many 
of them of them from some part of New England and Yankees of course but here those from the 
state of New York and called Yankees. It is very pleasant traveling on the Ohio River, and in a good 



stage of water a person could travel for less than we paid and I do not think the freight would be so 
high, for when we came, the large boats could not run. 
 
Woolen and cotton goods of all kinds would sell well here, ready made clothing, boots and shoes 
also. I do not think there’s much of a chance for speculation in furs. I do not think they could be 
bought much if any cheaper here than they are in NY and they are rather an uncertain article I think 
to deal in, especially in the spring. If I go back I shall try to get eastern money to take with me, one, 
two and three dollar bills of any N. England bank pass current here. 
 
Feb 12th 
 
I should have finished this and sent it before we have but one Mail a week this winter. I have some 
news to write. Day before yesterday Mary Ann had a boy and a fine one too. They say it’s all smart 
and doing well. It is pretty cold here now and the river is closed. I think on[?] that I shall be back in 
the spring and get some goods of some kind and bring out [?] for I think I can make more than I can 
by working out here [hire?]. If a person owned a farm here and had it stocked or kept a dairy it 
would be first rate [?] [?] good fresh [?] [?] 50 cents per lb cheese 25. Board is $5 per week but it 
does not cost half [?]. I think if you come out here that you can board your family for $2. Ephraim 
says it does not cost [?] to advise you on the subject [?] I know of the small time pieces [?] 
Connecticut sell from 20 to 30 dollars each and  [?] they can be bought at from 3. to $5.00 each. [?] I 
think I can do better than to work here or there. [??????????????] but I shall write you again soon 
and if you do not write often I shall train you [?????????] so look [?] out. I shall go to the P. O. every 
mu[?] until I get another letter from you. 
 
Respectfully your Brother 
Justus M. Dickinson 
 
Notes: 

1. Cassville, Grant County, Wisconsin Territory 
2. Paragraph breaks and some punctuation were added. 
3. The items in [] are items I inserted. A [?] indicates I was not sure what was written. 
4. It appears the route Justus took from western Massachusetts to southwestern Wisconsin was 

south to Philadelphia, then east on packet boats to the Ohio River via Pittsburgh, south on the 
Ohio River to the Mississippi River and north to Cassville, Wisconsin Territory. 
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