
Transcription of an 1836 Letter from Mary Ann (nee Dickinson) Hall to  
Her Siblings in Massachusetts 

 
The original belongs to Sarah Dickinson Baker of Rockford, IL. Sarah is a great-granddaughter of 
Albert F. Dickinson. 
 
 
[Outside of Letter] 
 
Minl. Point, W. T. [Mineral Point, Wisconsin Territory] 
October 13 [1836] 
 
25 [This was likely the cost in cents to send the letter. The United States did not use postage stamps 

until 1847.] 
 
[To] Mr. Albert F. Dickinson 
Curtisville 
Berkshire County 
Mass 
 
[Body of Letter] 
 
Willow Springs, Oct. 9, 1836 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters 
 
Feeling very anxious to hear from you and concluding you would like to receive a line from Mary 
Ann, I have chosen this pleasant morning to write you, hoping you will answer it immediately. 
When I wrote you before, we expected to go to Mineral Point, but Mr. H [Ephraim Hall, Mary Ann’s 

husband] has changed his purpose respecting M P [Mineral Point] and have concluded to go to 
Cassville upon the Mississippi, about 55 or 60 miles west of this. Cassville is a town that some 
Yankees (as they are termed) commenced building last summer. It bids fair to be the first or second 
town in the Territory. It is thought by many that it will be the seat of government of this Territory. It 
is a much more pleasant location than Mineral Point and a more eligible situation for a joiner [a 

carpenter that does interior finish work] than the first mentioned place on the account of the scarcity 
of lumber aff[at ?] the Point. Presumed you will be surprised to hear that lumber is scarce in this 
wooden country as you think. This country is a portion of it prairie and no saw mills within 16 miles 
of the Point. People when they enter land [buy it from the government] they select the woodland and 
they can have as much prairie as they wish adjoining. To come here for the purpose of farming is not 
like going into Ohio or into the woods to cut down the heavy timber and clear the land for his 
children, for he cannot expect to derive much benefit from it himself but labors for the rising 
generation, for some time must certainly elapse before he can have a farm under any improvement. 
In Wisconsin when you have fenced your land you have an old farm. A farm that will produce more 
than you can raise upon Connecticut River. Land can be had at government price which is $1.25 per 
acre. For 200 dollars you can buy as much land as you could wish for woodland a[or ?] cultivation, 
better land than can be found in old Massachusetts. Here is found as good water as can be found in 
Massachusetts and is as healthy country as that state. 
 



Albert I suppose you have married a wife and cannot therefore come but I hope that Justus will have 
interest enough to once get beyond the jurisdiction of Massachusetts or at least just come to 
Wisconsin and see how you like it. If you do not like, you will have the road so you can go back 
again. The prices of work are much higher here than there. A joiner gets $2½ a day and board or $3 
and board yourself. Board at the Point is from [?] to $19 with no accommodations except a log 
chamber or the kitchen where the whole family sleep. Mr. H and a Mr. Bryant (formerly from New 
York state but recently from Ohio) have taken a job at P [Mineral Point] for which place they start 
Tuesday or Wednesday of this week. I shall not go at present perhaps not this winter for there is not 
a house in the place that Mr. Bryant could find for us when he was there last week except a poor old 
log cabin that it would cost more to fix than it was worth. Mr. H could find work enough in this 
place for this winter at $2½ per day but it will be here and there and every where or he could find it 
at the Point but he chooses to establish himself in a place where he is certain of permanent 
employment near home (if he finds a home in the Western wilds). 
 
Justus I think you never would be sorry if you should come out and enter a lot of land in the 
Territory, for the rise of land would be a sound sum for interest. It is true that it would cost you 
something to come, but you could come out and enter your land, and if you did not wish to go to 
work at it immediately, you could find places where you could get as much here as you are getting 
there. Mr H says that if you will come out in the spring and buy a lot of land and did not wish to go 
to work upon it as soon as you purchase, if business is as good as the prospect is that it will be, you 
may go to work with him and he would engage to give you $1 per day and board, and all the time 
that you work with him you will be learning, and what you learn ever will be a great benefit to you if 
you should go to farming. You can write what you think about coming when you answer this. If you 
want more information of the country, by the time you answer this Mr. H will have run more of the 
country and will be better able to inform you. Elihu Hall [a brother of Ephraim] has been here 
between two and 3 years. He thinks considering all things, this is the best part of the western world. 
It unites the richest soil with the most healthy climate that may be found. He thinks that a young man 
who expects to get a living by farming possesses but little of the Yankee spirit if they will settle 
down there without seeing the western country.  
 
Melissa, if J comes west in the spring I shall certainly expect you or Harriet with him. Females are 
very scarce in this country. Their wages are high. Widows and old maids and especially Yankee girls 
are on [in ?] good demand. If there were a load of them to come out here, the Hooshers [Indiana 

Hoosiers] and Suckers [people from Illinois were called this] would pick them off with great 
alacrity. It is not every Yankee girl that would fancy every one of them. 
 
Have attended are [our ?] second day at wedding. The man that was married was a bachelor of 40 
and the bride a girl of 17, a little Sucker or Illinois girl. Have some of the most singular wedding that 
I have ever heard of since I have been here. There has [have] been two weddings within a few miles 
of here of men of the age of 20 or 30 married widows of 90. One of the men became father of 9 
children. I do not know how many children the other became father of but they are both 
grandfathers. That’s all as [there is a hole in the letter at this point] be for love will go where it is 
sent.  
 
You would be quite amused could you hear the natives converse. They have some of the drollest 
phrases that[?] you ever heard. I will mention a few of them. Instead of saying that a cow gives a 
great quantity of milk they say she gives a mighty smart chance of milk. I saw a Lady the other day 
and her babe was a little afraid of me. She said that it was sort  o’fraid. If any thing is a little hot, it is 



sort o’hot. I think this is sort o’pleasant country. They raise a mighty smart chance of potatoes and a 
power of corn and it is tolerable easy getting a living. I shall be some o’mad if you don’t answer this 
mighty quick [she is describing the language of the Cornish miners who came from Cornwall, 

England, to this area in the early 1800s]. You must not think that all talk in this manner, for we have 
a goodly number of Yankees here. Most all talk in this manner that are not Yankees. 
 
When I commenced writing, I intended to describe the wedding that I attended and write the 
particulars of my journey, but I see that I am almost to the bottom of my sheet, and I shall have to 
defer it. I [wish ?] that [I] knew what you are all about today. John, I suppose is in N[ew] York. You 
must copy all from this that will interest him from me when you write him, and when you write me, 
write how he gets along. As for Sister Ann Eliza, should like to know how she gets along where she 
is and all about it. Love to you all John and Ann. [Next is a sentence that is cut off on the copy I 

have.] 
 
Mr. Hall sends his love to you all. Girls if you don’t one of you come in the spring, I shall be much 
disappointed. Do not disappoint me. Write what you think of coming. 
 
Your Sister Mary Ann 
 

 
Transcriber Notes: 
1. I added paragraph breaks, replaced dashes with periods, and added some commas to break up 

EXTREMELY long sentences. 
2. The items in [] are items I inserted. A [?] indicates I was not sure what was written. 
3. Mineral Point was the Iowa County seat at the time. Wisconsin Territory was created just three 

months before this letter was written. Col. Henry Dodge, first governor of Wisconsin Territory, 
took his oath of office in Mineral Point on 4 July 1836. 

4. Willow Springs township, then in Iowa County, now in northern Lafayette County, is about three 
miles south of Mineral Point. At the time, Iowa County, Wisconsin Territory, included present-
day Grant and Lafayette Counties. 

5. Mary Ann and Ephraim Hall did move to Cassville, however, it did not become the territorial 
capitol. They later moved to Patch Grove township, Grant County, Wisconsin, just north of 
Cassville. 

6. Mary Ann Dickinson, married Ephraim Hall in April 1836 in Mass., just six months prior to the 
letter.  She was 24 and her siblings were Albert (27), Justus (25), Melissa (21), Harriet (19), and 
John (15). They were all single at the time, except Albert who married Ann Eliza Anthony in 
July 1836.  Their father Samuel died in January 1836, their mother having died 10 years earlier. 
1836 was a very significant year for this family. 

7. Justus Dickinson came to Cassville in 1838 and later moved to Patch Grove township. Melissa 
Dickinson came at sometime and married a John Breneman. Harriet Dickinson may have come 
also, marrying a George Moore. John Dickinson, the youngest sibling, also came to the area and 
married Sarah Ishmael. 

8. Justus Dickinson is the transcriber’s great-great-grandfather. 
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