
 
I am fortunate to have copies of 1830s-1850s letters written by Mary Ann Dickinson Hall (1812-?) 
my 2nd great-grandaunt and Justus Marshall Dickinson (1811-1877) my 2nd great-grandfather. They 
came to Iowa County, Wisconsin Territory (now in Grant and Lafayette Counties). Transcriptions of 
these letters are posted on this website. They give a picture of what life was like in what was 
considered the western edge of US civilization at the time. It was very hard at times. 
 
Mary Ann and Justus came from a family of seven children: Albert, Justus, Mary Ann, Melissa, 
Harriett, Samuel (died young), and John Dickinson. They were born in western Massachusetts and 
grew up there. Their parents both died there before 1837. 
 
In 1836, Mary Ann Dickinson Hall and her husband Ephraim Hall immigrated to Willow Springs 
Township, Iowa County, Wisconsin Territory. Mary Ann wrote a letter to her siblings still living in 
Massachusetts encouraging them to join her. Justus came in early 1838 to Cassville. He returned to 
Massachusetts, married, and brought his bride Amanda back to Cassville in the fall of 1838. Siblings 
Melissa, Harriett, and John came later. Melissa and Harriett married in Grant County before 1844, 
though no marriage records have been found. 
 
The letters were written to their brother Albert in Massachusetts. He never came to Wisconsin to 
live, but instead moved to Chicago about 1854. 
 
The original letters were obtained from Sarah Baker, one of five sisters who are great-
granddaughters of Albert Dickinson. We are fortunate that Albert’s descendants saw that these 
letters survived all these years. 
 
For more details on the above people, see  
http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=bsmithiowa&id=I300 
 
The letters: 
13 Oct 1836 from Mary Ann to Albert and siblings 
11 Feb 1838 from Justus to Albert 
05 Oct 1845 from Justus to Albert & wife 
10 Oct 1852 from Justus to Albert 
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